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	Action  

Adventure  

Comedy
Crime/Gangster  

Drama
Epic/Myth
	Historical  

Horror  

Musicals
Science Fiction  

War  
Westerns


Film Sub-Genres: 

These are identifiable sub-classes within the larger film genre, with their own distinctive subject
matter, style, formulas, and iconography. Some are them are major sub-genres, such as: 


	Biographical Films ("Biopics")  

'Chick' Flicks (or Gal Films)  

Detective/Mystery Films    

Disaster Films  

Fantasy Films  

Film Noir  

'Guy' Films  
The Black Comedy

 The Heist (or Caper)
	Melodramas or Women's "Weepers"  

Road Films   

Romance Films  

Sports Films  

Supernatural Films  

Thrillers/Suspense Films   
Coming-of-Age Films
The Buddy Movie

The Picaresque


 

Description of the Genre Project
Your group project will contain an introduction to one film genre in relationship to American culture and society. The introduction should give grounding in the historical analysis of one mainstream Hollywood film and two other movies from the same category. 
Working together in groups of 4 to 5 people, your group will follow the development of the genre you have selected. (Include three films that have challenged the standard Hollywood treatment of your genre.)
Explain what is distinctive about your film genre.
Write a four to five page paper analyzing one of the films that you chose in terms of its genre. How does it fit generic conventions? How does it play against or break them? What implications for meaning do you find in the film’s relationship to its genre? 

Cite film reviews and your genre research (See Film Studies Web Site http://jmarzofilmstudies.blogspot.com/) as necessary to establish the conventions of the genre and the meaning of your film. Make sure to site your sources and submit a copy of all materials that you used while researching your genre. The bulk of the writing, though, should be your argument about the film in terms of genre. A successful paper will not only place the film in a genre, but will also make conclusions about how the film’s meaning is affected by its place in the genre.

Overall Goal/Philosophy of Genre Project
· How do the three films that you have selected fit into and play against your specific genre?

· Identify and describe what is distinctive about your genre—both in terms of its various modes of production, and its relationship to wider concerns in American culture and society 

· Refer to and analyse a range of critical and historical debates about one of the films in your genre.
· Discuss key film directors whose films helped to define your genre. 
· Make an assessment of recent cinema that contains your genre. (Example: Film Noir – Sin City) 
· Make a short film (5 – 15 minutes) that represents your film genre. Make sure that your film contains recognizable patterns of other films in your genre. Don’t forget to include syntax, filmic techniques or conventions - that include one or more of the following: settings (and props), content and subject matter, themes, period, plot, central narrative events, motifs, styles, structures, situations, recurring icons (e.g., six-guns and ten-gallon hats in Westerns), stock characters (or characterizations
· Be prepared to give a critical film analysis and coherent presentation about the making
of your film. 
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What are Film Genres? ��Film genres are various forms or identifiable types, categories, classifications or groups of films that are recurring and have similar, familiar or instantly-recognizable patterns, syntax, filmic techniques or conventions - that include one or more of the following: settings (and props), content and subject matter, themes, period, plot, central narrative events, motifs, styles, structures, situations, recurring icons (e.g., six-guns and ten-gallon hats in Westerns), stock characters (or characterizations), and stars. Many films straddle several film genres.
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